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This liturgy is usually done at sunrise at a beach and we usually 
begin a short bit before Sunrise. This year it has been adapted for 

2020 for a time of physical isolation.  We invite you to mark it in your 
own homes, moving from darkness to light.   

 
If you aren’t in quarantine, you might wish to go out to the ocean or to 

a park (maintaining social distancing).  
 

The is adapted from the Toronto Catholic Worker. 
 
A Candle is Lit in the Dark.   
Whether inside or out, you are welcomed to light a candle and to 

walk in the darkness, bringing the first glimmers of light to the new 
day.  As fire is a source of warmth and light, the new fire of the 

Easter Vigil represents the victory in Christ of light and life over 
darkness and death. 
 

Gather + Recognition of Lands 
We gather here in the name of the Triune God on the traditional lands of 
(fill in the name of the nation whose lands you are worshipping on – if in 
Victoria, Songhees and Esquimalt Nations). You may also wish to recall 
the watershed you are worshipping in. 

 

Reading: Mark 16:1-3 
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint 
him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, 
they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, “Who will 
roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 
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Song: Alleluia He Is Coming 
I looked up and I saw my Lord a-coming 
I looked up and I saw my Lord a-coming 
Down the road, down the road 
 
Chorus  
Alleluia He is coming, Alleluia He is here 
Alleluia He is coming, Alleluia He is here 
 
I looked up and I saw my Lord a-dying 
I looked up and I saw my Lord a-dying 

On the cross, on the cross (Chorus)  
 
I looked up and I saw my Lord a-rising 
I looked up and I saw my Lord a-rising 
From the grave, from the grave (Chorus 2x) 

 
Ritual of the Stones 
We now share a time of silence in 

which we’re all invited to find a 

small stone.  During this time, 
reflect on what stone must be rolled 

away from the tombs, the places of 
death in our lives, in our choice, 

and in our relationships.  What 
barriers have we let come between 

us and our neighbours? 
 

The following ritual is an ancient practice performed by the 
catechumens during the Easter Vigil.  Just before the first light of 

dawn they would face the west where the light dies each day and 
would renounce together that which was hardened and lifeless in 

their lives. Let us turn to the west in renunciation. 
 
We are all invited to name that which we need to renounce… 
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After the catechumens had turned in renunciation to the west where 
the sun sinks, they would then turn towards the east, in expectation 

of the rising sun. Facing the east, they would profess their faith, 
embracing new life. We will now turn and face the east… 
 

We are invited to name (to ourselves, or to those with whom we 
gather) that which we wish to embrace and nurture in our lives, Our 
choices and our relationships… 

 
You are welcomed to cast away the stone.  If you are at a lake or ocean, cast it 
in.  If you are at home, throw it (safely!) out your door or far away…  

 
PROCLAMATION OF THE RESURRECTION 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. 
Luke  

…on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they 
came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had 
prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the 
body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly 
two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The 
women were terrified and bowed their faces to the 
ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look 

for the living among the dead? He is not here, He has 
risen!  

 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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Alleluia. Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia 


